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Recent changes in foreign language requirements in California schools and ccl leges have 
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attempting to do. The community zuiy react to foreign language education as one of the "frills- 
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1 . 1.4 field trips and other school events. 2 . 1.4 



1.2 Lack of motivation in personal goals due 2.2 Students can become motivated to stay in long-range 
to sequential foreign language programs if: 
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2. 2. 4. 5 a provision for a class project for writing 

to companies, government agencies, etc., to find 
jobs that require (or will be enhanced by) for- 
eign language competency. 
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1.3 Negative self-perceptions attributed to 2.3 Students can acquire positive attitudes toward foreign 
feeling that language programs if: 
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3.2.20 poor classrooo oacagenent technique . 4.2.20 New teachers need training in the school's in-service 

workshop. Two techniques that will serve this purpose 
are the use of the video tape and the use of the inter- 
action analysis. (See Ned Flanders and Gertrude 
Moskowitz in bibliography) 
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6. 1.2. 4 n«»ed to judge F.L. Instruction outside of 

their own failure of success experiences in F.L, 
study 
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5.2.2 do tndgetiiy •llotaeat to tllw 6.2.2 Inplanent flexible scheduling for use of materials 

smaller classes, etc. Teachers should have an 
opportunity to discuss budget allocation. 
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5.3.2 there are too a mar levels in one 6.3.2 Administrators assist in developing flexible 

cU«»rooa scheduling for movement of students from one level 

~ to another and for large group, small group and 

iddependent study modes of instruction. 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY PACE COTTER* Fault Tree Analysis ; A Research Tool for Educational Planning . 
Technical Report No. 1. Alameda County School Department, 224 West Winton Avenue, Hayward, 
California 94544. October 1968. 
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12. DUFOKT, MART. ''Foreign Language Attitude Scale." Hayward, California: Alameda County School 

Department . 1963 . 
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BUREAU OF ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
March 20, 1969 



FOREIGN LANGUAGE OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS 
IN PUBLIC SECONDARY SCHOOLS, FALL 1968 

Prepared by 

John P. Dusel, Consultant 
Foreign Language Education 



I. Number of public secondary schools offering foreign languages in 1968 - 69 : 



Offerings 


Jr. HS 
7-8 


Jr. HS 
7-9 


Jr.- 
Sr. HS 
7-12 


4-Yr. 

HS 

9-12 


Sr. HS 
10-12 


Totals 


No foreign languages 


2 


3 


- 


11 


11 


27 


Only classical languages 
(iatln, classical Greek) 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Only modem foreign 
languages 


160 


254 


28 


292 


97 


831 


Classical and modem 
foreign languages 


3 


96 


10 


215 


131 


455 


Totals 


165 


353 


38 


518 


239 


1,313 



Number of districts which include secondary schools offering languages other 
than French, German, Latin, and Spanish: 

Chinese 13 Hebrew 3 Portuguese 4 

Greek 1 Italian 14 Russian 43 

(Classical) Japanese 2 Swahili 1 

Ibis report is based upon data obtained from all of the 354 California unified 
and high school districts. 



II. 



III. 
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IV. Foreign language enrollment compared with total school enrollment, 1968-69 1 



Type of Enrollment 


Fall 1967 


Fall 1968 


Increase 


$ of Increase 


Total school enrollment (7-12) 


1,539,606 


1,588,801 


49,195 


3.2$ 


Total foreign language 
enrollment (7-12) 


575,845 


584,652 


8,807 


1.5$ 



V. Percent of increase or decrease in foreign language enrollment by language 
(grades 7-12 in secondary rchools only) . The percentages for 1966-67 and 
1967-68 ® r *» shown for purposes of comparison. 



language 


1966-67 


1967-68 


1968-69 


Chinese 


+ 35.1$ 


+ 2.4$ 


- 25,0$ 


French 


+ 2.4$ 


- 1.7$ 


- 3.8$ 


German 


+ 12.7$ 


- 4.3$ 


+ 11.0$ 


Hebrew 


+ 6.7$ 


+ 1.7$ 


+190.0$* 


Italian 


+ 9.6$ 


+ 1.9$ 


+ 4.2$ 


Japanese 


+ 86.9$ 


- 9.5$ 


- 5.7$ 


Latin 


- 16.0$ 


- 14.6$ 


- 13.7$ 


Russian 


+ 10.4$ 


- 4.1$ 


+ 13.5$ 


Spanish 


+ 12.3$ 


+ .4$ 


+ 2.6$ 



(*Dh* 1967-68 district reporting of Hebrew enrollments may be 
Inaccurate . ) 



VI. The increase in total foreign language enrollment (1.5$) did not keep pace 

with the increase in total student enrollment (3.2$) in California's secondary 
schools. The difference mty be expressed by subtracting 1.5$ from 3 >2$ with 
a resulting - 1.7$. This difference may then be computed with the gross per- 
centages shown in number VI as follows: 



Chinese -25.0$ - 1.7$ 
French - 3.8$ - 1.7$ 
German +11.0$ - 1.7$ 
Italian v + 4.2$ - 1.7$ 
Japanese - 5.7$ - 1.7$ 
Latin -13.7$ - 1.7$ 
Russian +13.5$ - 1.7$ 
Spanish + 2.6$ - 1.7$ 



26.7$ decrease when 
5.5$ decrease when 
9.3$ Increase when 
2.5$ increase when 
7.4$ decrease when 
15.4$ decrease when 
11.8$ Increase when 
.9$ Increase when 



coopered with 
compared with 
compared with 
compared with 
compared with 
compared with 
compared with 
compared with 



3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ Increase 
3.2$ increase 



In enrollment 1 
In enrollment. 
In enrollment. 
In enrollment. 
In enrollment. 
In enrollment. 
In enrollment, 
in enrollment. 
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VII. Hie table of enrollments by languages, Included on page 2, Indicates that 
of all the languages taught in California secondary schools, Spanish is 
in first place with 64$ of the enrollment! French is in second place with 
22$; German is in third place with 10$; and Latin is in fourth place with 
2 . 8 $. 



VIII. Hie seventh and eighth enrollments in French and Spanish are down from last 
year, although both held up well in grades nine through twelve. Courses II, 
IV, and V in French show a rice as do all the high school courses in Spanish. 
Many students from grade eight aro going directly into the H or Ill-year 
courses in high school. 



IX. The numbers of students in the IV and V-year courses in almost all lan- 
guages increased, demonstrating that more students are studying foreign 
languages for a longer period of time. 



X, Consistent increases in German (grade seven through course V) and in 
Russian (grade seven through course IV) enrollments are noted. 



rr\ 

o 



Enrollments increased in certain language areas over 196? figures as 
follows : 


Chinese 


Grade 8, Courses I and II. 


French 


Courses II, IV and V. 


German 


Grades 7 end 8, Courses I, II, III, 
IV and V. 


Hebrew 


Courses I, II, and III. 


Italian 


Grade 7> Courses II, III, and IV. 


Japanese 


Course II. 


Latin 


Grade 7? Course IV. 


Russian 


Grades 7 and 8, Courses I, II, III, 
IV. 


Spanish 


Courses I, II, in, IV, and V. 



O 



CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Bureau of Elementary and Secondary Education 
Sacramento, California 95814 

January 6, 1969 



DIAGNOSING THE DECREASE IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLLMENT 

by 

John P. Dusel, Consultant 
Foreign Language Education 



Educators in a school district may believe that the district's 
foreign language program is not a strong or vigorous one. They 
may feel that too few enroll or that those who drop out do so 
before they attain fluency. Why don't more educators try to 
find out why students drop out? Finding the answer is not easy 
because of the many variables. Gathering data year after year 
is a time-consuming process. Merely asking a student his opinion 
may not give you the truth; but a sufficient number of opinions 
may indicate a trouble spot. If a student says that he did not 
need further study, you may not know if he felt that he did not 
or if his counselor told him that he did not* 

A principal, superintendent, or supervisor of foreign language 
who wishes to diagnose the problems objectively may want to use 
the instrument proposed in this article* A queo tionnaire with a 
series of possible reasons for the student's drop will definitely 
isolate the gross problems that exist, and for no other reason 
such a questionnaire has value* Faulty interpretation of the in- 
accurate student comments could be injurious to the innocent 
teacher or to the teacher who expected the student to study, be- 
have himself in class, and put forth effort* The accuracy of an 
accusation by the student, then, should be checked by further 
study and conference* 

Some students will be honest when they admit that the person- 
ality of the teacher, his meanness, his sarcasm, his poor com- 
mand of the language, or his lack of enthusiasm caused the drop* 

But others might not want to write their reason. They may be 
too kind or timid to fill in that part of the form* An oral 
interview to discuss the completed questionnaire would Improve 
the validity of the answers even though discussion with each drop- 
out takes times. 

The questionnaire is designed for the registrar or foreign language 
supervisor to use at the time when students register for their next 
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year's courses. A foreign language department head may also care 
to use the form with perhaps slight variations. A critical ap- 
praisal of the district’s foreign language program should be made 
in the elementary schools as well as in the junior and senior 
high schools. Isolation and identification of problems is per- 
haps even more vital at the elementary than at the secondary 
s cli oo 1 level, for if pupils become disillusioned with foreign 
language in the elementary grades, they may never sign up for 
additional work later on. 

The form is equally applicable for ntuuents who drop out of a 
foreign language class during the school year. Because of the 
personal nature of certain questions, it is my suggestion that 
the registrar or the district's foreign language supervisor be 
responsible for the administration and compilation of the form. 
Teachers should not be asked to distribute or collect it. Stu- 
dents might feel free to answer honestly when the teacher does 
not see the answers. 

Not only should the department head or the district supervisor 
gather and maintain enrollment data in foreign language, but he 
should know why students from the elementary schools do not sign 
up for foreign language upon entering high school. He should 
know why each high school student does not continue with foreign 
language study. One way io build a strong program is to recog- 
nize the weak parts of it. Some problems may be insoluble. 

Those that are not can be attacked and solved. 

The advice of a counselor is often quite important to a student 
who is planning next year's courses. His inf ormatioa or a prej- 
udice against foreign language in general by a counselor may 
dissuade a number of young people from electing a foreign lan- 
guage course, or from continuing the study of a foreign language. 
Vigilance on the r t of the foreign language supervisor or the 
administrator who trying to build a strong program is imper- 
ative. Use of the questionnaire raay disclose that a counselor 
really initiated the drop. 

Answers on the questionnaires may disclose that certain teachers 
are advising students to drop. Other answers may identify an 
unfair or discriminatory grading practice. J-ack of coordination 
of teachers' methods may exact a high toll in enrollment. 



1 Many of the articles in today's newspapers end magazines refer to 
the dropout as a young person leaving school. The term dropout in 
this paper refers to a person who drops or is pushed out of a for- 
eign language class after a year or two. 

9 

Pimsleur, Paul, Donald M. Sundland, and Ruth D. McIntyre, U nder - 
Achievement in Foreign Language Learning . The Modern Language 
Association of America, New York, 1966. 
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National enrollment figures she* a year by year decrease in en- 
rollment with less than 10% of those beginning language study in 
grade nine continuing into the fourth year.^ Educators should 
do everything possible to keep students in language courses long- 
er than they presently remain. Wholesale elimination of children 
from language classes during the first and second years especially 
must be curbed. In order to accomplish this the problem must be 
diagnosed carefully and then a cure suggested. The questionnaire 
should prove to be a practical and useful way of determining why 
so many young people discontinue their foreign language study. 
Positive steps can then be taken to strengthen those parts of 
the district foreign language program that the dropout students 
mention critically. 



(See back of this page for questionnaire.) 



•^Teague, Caroline and Hans Rutimann, Foreign- Language Offerings 
and Enrollments in Public Secondary Schools. Fall 1965 . The 
Modern Language Association of America, New York, 1967. 
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REASONS FOR DISCONTINUING FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY 



Date 



Name of student 



Name of foreign language 



Circle Yes 
or No 



«/> 

v© 



1 . 



2 ** 

9 * 



% 

9 # 

7 . 

e. 

»• 

10 * 

xu 

u* 

19 * 



Did you discontinue your atudy of foreign language because 
••you wish to bo jin study of a different forolga language? 
If yes, none thj now languag e 
diffleuXtioot 



-of 




—of tceohlng ^jefrods uiooT 
Explain 

-you fool you are rot veil prepared for too tuvancea worr? 
Explain 



Woo on advanced courts ere liable to you? 

Kero you etteinod the fluonoy In the foreign league go that 
you intended? 

How did you reace tbit ooroluilon? (Cbeok the answer w 
a now • that epply) 

8 / i#y oooro on a standardised toot 

&e teacher laid oo 

By the grade that I r eoelved 

Other 



What fluency in a foreign language should you hero by the time 
you leers ulgh tohool? 

Did the trade you received here enytMng to do with your 
decision to drop the study of this fi.elgn language 



Md the attitude of the teecher have anything to do with 
your deolslon to drop? 

Explain. 



Ware you advised to drop? 

By mhae t """* W hy 

Do your parents know that you have dropped the foreign 
language eottrie 

Tf ?ei| ere they in agreement with vouf 

Did you transfer into th? e sohool? 

If yet, did this transfer have enytMng to do wit.i your 
decision to diecontinue foreign language study? 

Explain - __ 






111 your tine well spent in the foreign language course • 
which you nave already taken? 

What dc you about the people whose language yen have 



Whet othN* reason do yen have for discontinuing foreigi 
language a tody? 



Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yea 

Yes 



Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

* 

Yes 

Yes 



No 

No 

No 

No 



No 



No 



No 



No 



No 



No 



NO 

No 



Ho 



No 




Please mail by February 15 . 
1970 to Edgardo Torres, 

San Leandro Unified School 
District, 45 L West Joaquin 
Avenue, San Leandro 94577 



SURVEY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRACTICES 
January 10, 1970 

SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
IN COOPERATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



TO: Alameda County Foreign Language Teachers 

FROM: Mary DuFort, Coordinator of Humanities, Alameda County Schools 

John P. Dusel, Foreign language Consultant, California State Dept, of Education 
Edgardo Torres, Foreign Language Supervisor, San Leandro Unified School District 



This is part of a study being conducted on foreign language practices In Alameda 
County. Results of this questionnaire will be distributed to all foreign language 
teachers in Alameda County. 



I . OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS 

<T* 

Are students allowed to choose the language which they want to study?__ 

At what grade level? 

May students petition that a particular foreign language be taught? 

Name and edition of text(s) you use. 



I 



Whit components (tapes, films, chart*, transparencies, etc.) accompany the 
text(s) you use? 



What language approach do you use»*(tradlttonal gra«nar*translatlon) (audiolingua 1) 
(direct method) (eclettc) other, explai n 




ERIC 



11 . TEACHER DATA 



Are you a native-speaker of the language which you teach? Yes or Ho 

If you have been in a country in which the people speak the language which you 

teach, how long were you there? Six weeks or less Less than one yea r 

More than one year (Please check) 

Were you there to travel to stud y to wor k . Please indicate the 

reasons • 



List NDEA or EPDA Institutes or training other than college study which have con- 
tributed to your foreign language fluency and teaching abilit y 



Do you have a major or minor (20 semester units) in the foreign languages you are 

Leaching? (please circle) Please give date of college graduation . 

Please give date of your most recent college study in foreign language not con- 
nected with NDEA or EPDA summer foreign language institutes. 

Do you help determine foreign language class size? Yes No 

Do you suggest those students who are to continue? Yes No 

Do you suggest those students who are to be dropped? Yes No 

Do you help determine which classes will be offered? Yes No 

Do you suggest the languages to be offered? Yes No 
Are you suggestions heeded? Yes No 

III. GROUPING AND PLACEMENT 

What is the policy for minimum and maximum number of students allowed to study a 
foreign language? Pill in number. 

beginning class site minimum ( ) maximum ( ) 

Advanced class site minimum ( ) maximum ( ) 

What ability do you require a student to possess who enrolls in a beginning 
foreign language course? Check all appropriate answers. 



1. 


All are accepted who express an interest and sign up. 


( 


) 


2. 


An I.Q. score of at least 100. 


( 


) 


3. 


A grade point average of at least C. 


( 


) 


4. 


Reading score. 


( 


) 


5. 


Other (please specify) 







Upon what basis do you advance a student of foreign language into the next class? 
Check any appropriate answer. 



1. He must achieve at least a passing grade of D. ( ) 

2. Ha must achieve at least a grade of C. ( ) 
J. He must pass a special test (explain). ( ) 
4. He must have a college recoanendlng grade. ( ) 
5* Other 



O 



Do the other teachers (of French, for example), In your school or In the district 
agree upon the meaning of an A grade (B grade, C grade, etc.)? Yec No (circle) 



How do the teachers in the foreign language department agree upon the meaning of 
grades? Explain 



Are grades baaed upon a demonstrated degree of proficiency? Yes No (circle) 
Explain 



Do you have another grading system? Explain 



Should students who are not fast learners be discouraged (a) from beginning foreign 
language study ? Yes No (circle) 

If yes, explain 

(b) from continuing foreign lar^uage study ? Yes No (circle) 

Do you have students who have had foreign language Instruction In the same classroom 
with beginners of the same language? Yes No (circle) 

Do you have classes in which students are mixed? (Example, Spanish II with 
Spanish III) Yes No (circle) 

If yes, please explain 

Are all students, regardless of their ability or future goals, given the same 
foreign language Instruction? Yes No (circle) 

If the answer Is no, how is instruction organized? Check the appropriate answer 
or answers. 

a. Grouping in fast and slow tracks. ( ) 

b. Grouping within the classroom. ( ) 

c. Different objectives for different students. ( ) 

d. Individualized instruction (programmed course). ( ) 

e. Other (explain) _ 

How many years of foreign language do you recommend that college»bound students 
take? 

How many years of foreign language do you recoonend that non«college preparatory 
students take? 

Do the counselors in your school recomend that students take just two years of 
foreign language? Yes No (circle) Explain 



How many periods per week do students study foreign language? ( ) 

What la the length of the periodt ( ) 

la the students 1 instruction continuous during the year or are the classes held 
only one of two semesters? Explain 



How are transfers Into the school placed in foreign language classes? (circle) 

a. They have to wait until September to enter a class. 

b. They are placed according to a test. 

c. They are placed according to their transcript In the same class 
which they had previously. 

d. Other 



List any special help given to transfers to assist them In adjusting to the new 
foreign language class. 



Please use this section for additional foreign language practices that you feel 
strengthen or weaken your school's foreign language program. (Mention Innovations, 
Interdepartmental rapport, summer camps, study abroad, etc.) 



o 

vO 



This questionnaire will filled out by 

(name) 



(name of school district) 



You may fold and staple. 
Address is printed on back 
of this sheet. 




(street) 



(city) (tip code) 



Grade(s) you teach __ 
Subject(s) you teach 



Please mail by February 15, 
1970 to Edgardo Torres, 

San Leandro Unified School 

District. 451 West 
Avenue, San Leandro 94577 



4 



Please mall by February 15 . 
1970 to Edgardo Torres, 

San Leandro Unified School 
District, 451 West Joaquin 
Avenue, San Leandro 94577 



SURVEY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRACTICES 
January 10, 1970 

SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
IN COOPERATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



TO: The Foreign Language Department Head or Other Foreign Language Teacher 

in Charge 

FROM: Mary DuFort, Coordinator of Humanities, Alameda County Schools 

John P. Dusel, Foreign Language Consultant, California State Dept, of Education 
Edgardo Torres, Foreign Language Supervisor, San Leandro Unified School District 



This is part of a study being conducted on foreign language practices in Alameda 
County. Results of this questionnaire will be distributed to all foreign language 
teachers in Alamedo County. 

I. OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS 

Is there a policy In the district for the selection of fore’.gn language 
teachers? Yes No (circle) 

If yes, please explain <e.g. test, units, major, minor, etc.) o 



What languages are presently offered in your school? Please list. 




Yes No 



What year t 

How recently vaa an additional year of a foreign language offered? Specify. 



4 




Irt ltl 4 H m 



Please mail by February 1 5, 
1970 to Edgardo Torres, 

San Leandro Unified School 
District, 451 West Joaquin 
Avenue, San Leandro 94577 



SURVEY OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRACTICES 
January 10, 1970 

SAN LEANDRO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
IN COOPERATION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



TO: Alameda County Foreign Language Teachers 

FROM: Mary DuFort, Coordinator of Humanities, Alameda County Schools 

John P. Duse), Foreign Language Consultant, California State Dept, of Education 
Edgardo Torres, Foreign Language Supervisor, San Leandro Unified School District 



This is part of a study being conducted on foreign language practices in Alameda 
County. Results of this questionnaire will be distributed to all foreign language 
teachers in Alameda County. 



I . OFFERINGS AND ENROLLMENTS 

Are students allowed to choose the language which they want to study? 
At what grade level? 

May students petition that a particular foreign language be taught? 
Name and edition of text(s) you use. 



What components (tapes, films, charts, transparencies, etc.) accompany the 
text(s) you use? 



What language approach do you use*. (traditional granrsa ^translation) (audtollngual ) 
(direct method) (ecletlc) other, explain 



0 



REASONS FOR DISCONTINUING FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY 



Date 



Name of student Name of foreign language 



Circle Yes 
or No 



1. 


Did you discontinue your study of foreign language beoause 
-vou wish to begin study of * different foreign language) 
It Yti a * njoa th# nrw lintfuttf* 

-of scheduling difficultlssf 

■Main - --- 


YOS 

Yos 


Mo 

Mo 




-Of tMOUU! method 1 USOd? 

BkdUU " "" 

-you fool ^ou are sot well prepared For the advanced work) 


Yu 

Yos 


Mo 

No 


2* 


Wos OB odroaood courso available to you? 


Yos 


Mo 


3* 


Haro you ottolood the fluonoy 1 b the foreign language that 
you Intended) 

How did you roaob this conclusion) (Check the answer «r 
snimi that apply) 

By my so ore on a otandardltod tost 
the teacher said so . . . 

By the grade that X reoelred 

Other 


Yos 


Mo 


4* 


What fluency In a foreign language should ycu hare by the tine 
you leave blah sobool? 






5* 


Did the grade you j*eoelved bare scything to do with you r 
dtelslee to drop tha etudy of this foreign language 

Ecplaln _ . . 


Yos 


Mo 


6* 


Did the attitude of the teacher have anything to do with 
your deafst ob (o' drop? 

Explain . . _ 


Yos 


Mo 


7» 


Woro you advised to drop) 

Bv uhaa) _ Why ...... 


Yos 


Mo 


e» 


Do your parOBta know that you havo dropped the foreign 
language ocftFi? 

If ves. are they in amreen* .t with you). 


Yos 


Mo 


9» 


Did you transfer into this sobool) 

If yes, dll tils transfer hare anything to do with your 
deal siea to discontinue foreign language study) 

trnlaln . 


Yos 


Mo 

Mo 


10* 


esve y “ 

tcnlala _ . — 


Yos 


Ho 


li* 




Yes 


Mo 


12. 


What do you feel about the peopla «rbo#« language you have 
studied) . .... 






li» 


that other reason do you bate for dltsonUmlag forelga 
language study? . _. . 







